
August 25, 1994

Re: Billed Party Preference CC Docket No. 92-77

Last year FRIENDS OUTSIDE in Contra Costa County serviced
over 8,500 inmate requests. In total, between our two programs
(Family Services and Detention Services), we responded to over 9,800
client contacts. That figure represents an increase of 14% over the
8,500 contacts in 1992 and a 44% increase in services over the 6,800
contacts we responded to in 1991.

The Inmate Welfare Fund (IWF) contracts with local non-profits
and other service providers for educational and human service programs
which benefit the inmates and, as a consequence, also their families.

It has come to the attention of FRIENDS OUTSIDE in Contra
Costa County that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
considering a proposal called "Billed Party Preference" to change the
method by which long distance telephone companies are selected for
operator-assisted calls (including collect calls from jails). "Billed Party
Preference" (BPP) will prevent inmate phone service providers from
carrying the calls generated at the jails - with no revenues from those
collect calls, there will be no inmate phone service commissions which
are a major source of revenue to the Inmate Welfare Fund.
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I know that you are aware of the value of the services our
organization provides to your department. My concern is for the
thousands of men, women, and children in our county who wtI not
receive our help if the Inmate Welfare Fund (IWF) is depleted of a major
source of revenue - thereby canceling the opportunity for contracted
services with FRIENDS OUTSIDE in Contra Costa.

The passage of the "Billed Party Preference" by the FCC would
in fact do just that - deplete the IWF of a major revenue source. The
IWF contracted services are a sound way of dealing with inmt1
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educational and human service needs - at no cost to the taxpayers (since these are not state
or county funds). These services are provided without depleting the Sheriff's Department
budget as well.

On behalf of the thousands of men, women, and children we work with each and every
year, I urge you to do what you can to ensure that the local telephone service provider used
by our county jails, does not lose out through the proposed "Billed Party Preference" currently
being considered by the FCC. The cost to that business would be tremendous, but the cost
to the community, through potential loss of IWF contracted services, would be devastating.

Sincerely,

~~ilicA-,<¥
Maryanne P. Weichert
Development Director

cc: The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman~
Federal Communications Commission
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